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As many of us have experienced in 
these last months, the classroom 
is only one of many sites of 
learning. Education does not only 

happen in places zoned for it but in the very 
ways we organise ourselves for change. 

There are many issues facing the education 
movement today. In the urgency of the 
moment sometimes we forget to talk about 
what is at the very heart of our struggle: that 
is 
for? This paper allows us to explore what 
we want: what pedagogies, processes 
of learning and teaching we would like 
to transform; what relations between 
students and educators we desire, upon 
what histories of radical education can 
we draw and what world our education 
efforts support.

Instructions 
The Paper, a collection of 12-16 pages 
of compositions of various voices of 
participants of the struggles against 
austerity in education and beyond, printed 
on A3 sheets with a Risograph, folded in 
half, usually appears monthly.

While much of what we do in school and the 
university departs from the knowledge and 
analysis formed by others, the making of a 
paper allows us to draw from the questions, 
problems and joys that we produce in 
common struggle. Our experiences, stories 
and confusions are points of departure from 
which we look to others: other texts, times 
and parts of the world for inspiration.

Where the analysis of the classroom is 
similarly focused on the production of 
abstract assignments for grades, just as the 
research of teachers is oriented towards 
scores on government assessments and the 
production of university brands, The Paper 
can be a place for analysis. Issues might 
be not only the recording of collective 

basis for moving it forward. Dialogue in its 
production will be important and time will 
need to be taken for this.  In undertaking 
such a process, The Paper becomes a 
planning tool for future action, intricately 
connected to its actors, rather than the space 
for professions of strategies disengaged 
from doing.  The reason to read and write 

upon a common struggle, generously 
and critically.

While demonstrating at Trafalgar 
Square during one of our many recent 
mobilisations, a passer by shouted at us: 
“Get a job”. They were making a false 
though common division between those 
who study and those who work. In spite of 
the fact that most students work and that 
many workers continue to study, many 
of the regressive education reforms echo 
this polarised perspective: that education 
should be practical, useful and oriented 
towards producing good workers (even 
in the face of mass unemployment). This 
false separation between work and thought 
enforces an active process of forgetting 

the many theories and practices of radical 
education that have connected intellectual 
and manual activity. It also produces 
divisions between people along class lines. 
This division is replicated within structures 
of education itself: poorer students are 
trained to do manual labour (called 
work), middle and upper class students 
to have careers (sold to them as thinking 
or creativity and not labour).  Vocational 
training is pitted against thought. Can 
a newspaper be a way of marking our 
refusal of this division, of replicating and 
recording the way the education struggle 
brings people from different classes, ages 
and backgrounds together? 

It would be easy to make a place for a 
few people to control the analysis of the 
movement, for people to make or elevate 
academic careers, to become authors or 
leaders. What has been incredible so far 
in this struggle has been the many people, 
voices and organisational forms that have 
taken place. Thinking about the structures of 
collaborative production: rotating editorial 
teams, diffused and collective authorship, 
fake names and having fun, are all forms of 
learning how to be otherwise. The pedagogy 
of The Paper will be in its production. The 
dissemination process has to also have as its 
goal the alteration of traditional hierarchies 
of privilege of those working both within 
and outside of the education frame. Could 
those networks who produce but also who 
pass the paper around, develop their own 
processes for collective discussion around 
its contents? 

While we have many blogs and some 
amazing online platforms for connecting 
our work, making and seeing something 
that we can hold, keep and put on our walls 
helps to construct a collective imaginary 
of our movement. Not imaginary in the 
sense of non-existent but in the sense of 
something that helps us to understand and 
map the processes we are in. The deadlines 
and discussions attached to collective 
production create a sense of urgency and 
necessity that is different in impact to 
sending out an email or posting to a blog - 
often solitary activities experienced by the 
body in a chair. 

* pedagogy | peda gäje ; - goje |
noun ( pl. -gies)
- the method and practice of learning and 
educating

In this edition of The Paper we ask ourselves: what are the 
lessons and what is to be learned in making a collective 
newspaper?

The Paper becomes a planning tool for future 
action, intricately connected to its actors

We’ve felt it in the streets, in 
occupations, in walkouts, 
teach-ins and at Top Shop. In 
the assemblies, conferences 

and meetings - every time we get together 
we discover that it’s broader than we 
thought. We are in the midst of the most 
exciting student movement in Britain for 
decades. In the past months there’s been 
a joyous explosion of organising and 
creativity against the ConDem’s plans 
for austerity. And not just against the 
cuts to education, but increasingly for 
envisioning and building better ways of 
teaching, learning and creating knowledge. 
Undergraduates, education workers, school 
and college students - people from many 
different areas have mobilised and been 
energised and now we need to establish 
better channels of communication and start 
learning from each other.

Producing a newspaper is a strategic 
move in developing this kind of solidarity. 
With The Paper we want to build a space 

frantic and inspiring actions we are all 
involved in. To host a meeting place in 
print for radical, considered analysis and 
commentary on tactics and strategy. We 
need to develop a sense of ourselves as a 
movement- a collective imaginary. Thus 
we need to know who we are, where we 

together and what keeps us apart.

Underlying the spirit of The Paper is also 
a commitment to provoke debate and self-

vision and enable a re-imagining of the role 
and practice of education in our society. This 
we can only do by positioning ourselves not 
simply in the student movement, but also in 
the wider struggles that are emerging daily 
against the government’s brutality.

The Paper as an object is strategic: not 
only will it provide an important archive 
and record for struggle, but through its 
distribution, it can strengthen networks. 
Instead of living in the often anonymous, 
brief and fragmented discussions that 
dominate the web, The Paper aims to foster 
a accountable forum for debate, and to 
engage a wider range of participants. In 
providing a space for more sustained and 
in-depth analysis, The Paper recognises that 
a great deal is at stake in this struggle- that 
we need to develop analyses and collective 
strategies that go beyond the immediate 

and imagining pasts, presents and futures 
different to those that are told or sold to us, 
The Paper can provoke and inspire us to act 
in the now, transforming our present.

So here is edition minus 1 of the Paper. 
Minus 1 because it is framed by questions 
for you: What would a paper for and by the 
movement look like? Is it possible to create 
a paper that school students and university 
lecturers, ESOL learners and library workers 
all feel belongs to them? Can we create 
a forum for genuine engagement across 
networks, occupations, and autonomous 
projects? This edition was produced by 
an ad-hoc editorial board of activists, 
students, troublemakers and artists from 

a broad radical political base. Take it as a 
message in a bottle to existing networks 
and projects, co-ordinating committees and 
aroused political consciousnesses: a call out 
for your contributions. The Paper is yours 
to seize, use and fertilise.

Letters
Various letters The Paper received and 
discussions that people started in response to 

The Paper is an interesting idea, but not 
without problems in my view. What is the 
basis for this paper, for example? Has it 

like being agreed upon at a London Student 
Assembly (or produced by a political group 
with a certain aim)? There are a lot of papers 
around produced by various groups, some 
think these papers are vital, others are an 
anachronistic blast from the past.

From your email I take it that this will be an 
intellectual paper for the movement rather 
than one aimed at the public/students 
generally. Is that right? I think there we 
should have a serious discussion about 
the need for an in-movement paper, what 
people want to do web wise, how will it 
be paid for, how distributed etc. There are 
a lot of people with blogs, and there is a 
kind of free-for-all out there of ideas, and 
responses to them already. I also feel that 
more academic debate is very important, 
but it must be relevant and immediate to 
our struggle (as a lot I have read online has 
not been, and in fact would bamboozle and 

put people off activism). Perhaps a paper 
acting as a monthly journal would be a 
good idea, otherwise I think a more regular 
paper should also include news articles, not 
just news comment.

I think it will take a lot of effort to produce 
a paper regularly (is it to be free?). I am 
not saying it is impossible. I do think more 
writings about the movement and how to 
work better is a good thing, however these 
are disseminated.

Sean Rillo Raczka 
Birbeck SU chair, Open Birkbeck

I share some of Sean’s concerns and these 

revisited at Monday’s meeting. I know 
that at LSE many in the occupation, were 
interested in a proper forum for larger 
debates and discussion. I don’t think that 
there is an independent blog/paper/etc 

which people feel they can contribute. It is 
encouraging that The Paper will be free, and 
I don’t know what the Centre for Ethics and 
Politics is exactly, but if the funding is truly 
without strings, this makes the possibilities 
of this project really exciting.

Ashok Kumar 
LSE sabbatical, LSE occupation, EAN NEC

We welcome The Paper– a good initiative 

period of thirty or forty years, the university 
student has been reduced in circumstances 
and privilege so as to now be quite a 
bit closer to the proletarianized worker, 
themselves increasingly digitized as 
precarious labour, data input or call sector 
workers or shopping till operators. This 
trajectory of concurrence occurring while 
at the upper echelons an opposite pattern 
ensures the non-convergence of previously 
highly-privileged professionals with the 
wealthy and rich in business. Indeed, the 
Professors look set to become little more 
than petty bourgeois shopkeepers, and 
their departments more like merchandise 
stores, while University heads, and no 
doubt in other service sectors the upper 
managements as well, become robber 

here, since the quality of the wine is still a 
marker, but we are talking class formation 
nonetheless. A glass has been raised to your 
success. Lal Salaam

Theolonius Wiesengrund 
University for Strategic Optimism

Contact us
Email: emailthepaper@gmail.com

Send your letters to the editorial collective, 
event listings, drawings, reports, articles, 
photos and other bits and pieces for the 
next edition: by February 15th. We have 
a free subscribers postal service, so the 
receive the next edition email me your 
contact details. We have regular editorial 
collective meetings and are always looking 
for writers, designers, proofreaders, editors, 
artists and energetic folk to get involved.

Contributors
Nelly Alfandari, Camille Barbagallo, 

Corble, Rebecca Durand, Mara Ferreri, 
Saskia Fischer, Janna Graham, Kate Hardy, 
John Hutnyk, Ewa Jasiewicz,  Jeanne Kay, 
Jason Francis Mc Gimsey, Eddie Molloy, 
Jeronimo Morado, Bue Rubner Hansen, 
Francisco Salvini, Laura Schwartz
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CAMILLE BARBAGALLO
The Paper invites any interested occupiers, activists, writers to a workshop on collaborative writing projects and 
our current struggles.   
We want to create an open discussion on what forms of collaborative writing and publishing projects are possible across different movements, how these can be facilitated and organised.  
-----
Friday October 28, 6pm - in front of OccupyLSX tent city university.
-----
Send any thoughts or questions to emailthepaper@gmail.com
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